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lies, unties her virgin zone, and takes her to himself; and
after staying some time together, he returns composedly
to his own apartment, to sleep as usual with the other
young men. And so he continues to do, spending his
days and indeed his nights with them, visiting his bride in
fear and shame and with circumspection, when he thought
he should not be observed; she also, on her part, using her
wit to help to find favorable opportunities for their meet-
ing, when company was out of the way. In this manner
they lived a long time, insomuch that they sometimes had
children by their wives before ever they saw their faces
by daylight. Their interviews being thus difficult and
rare, served not only for continual exercise of their self*
control, but brought them together with their bodies
healthy and vigorous, and their affections fresh and lively,
unsated and undulled by easy access and long continuance
with each other, while their partings were always early
enough to leave behind unextinguished in each of them
some remaining fire of longing and mutual delight.

"After guarding marriage with this modesty and re*
serve, Lycurgus was equally careful to banish empty and
womanish jealousy. For this object, excluding all licen-
tious disorders, he made it nevertheless honorable for men
to give the use of their wives to those whom they should
think fit, that so they might have children by them; ridi-
culing those in whose opinion such favors are so unfit for
participation as to fight and shed blood and go to war
therefor. Lycurgus allowed a man, who was advanced in
years and had a young wife, to recommend some virtuous
and approved young man, that she might have a child by
him, who might inherit the good qualities of the father,
and be a son to himself. On the other side, an honest
man who had love for a married woman upon account
of her modesty and the well-favoredness of her children